Back to Start

They have been the bravest people on earth....

and they formed decisively the American National Character. Out of the blend of
different Immigrant groups in the 18th century, surely the Germans had to bear one of
the hardest parts. Continuously wars from 1618 till the end the Napoleon wars and
religious intolerance battered the areas where German people lived. Especially people
from the west and southwest parts of Germany have been concerned. France, from
1635 onwards under Louis XIV continuously attacked the western part of Germany,
occupied the German speaking Alsace and Strasburg and destroyed for dozens of years
the western part of the powerless Duchies with fire and iron. The unparalleled ravages
and desolations by the troops under Turenne, were the stern prelude to bloody
persecutions.
As consequence numerous Germans immigrated under unbelievable hardship from their
homeland via the Netherlands and or England to the New World. This concise Glossary
should be an invitation to study these event in a deeper context.

Alsace:

The Alsace lay in the Rhine Valley on the west bank of the Rhine River and east of the
Vosges Mountains.
These territories had become 921 part of King Louis the German reign, and later
became part of the Holy Roman Empire. The population in the Alsace is ethnically
German. In Alsace they speak an Alemanic German, asides from French (refer to

Switzerland), a dialect similar to that spoken on the opposite eastern bank of the Rhine.
The Alsace was occupied in 1680 by Louis XIV and being torn off the Holy Roman
Empire.

American Ethnicity
The US Census Bureau says, "Ancestry refers to a person’s ethnic origin or descent,
'roots,' or heritage, or the place of birth of the person or the person’s parents or
ancestors before their arrival in the United States".The US census of 1990 shows that 58
Millions of Americans claiming full or partial German descent:
Rank
1
2
3
4
5

Ancestry group
German
Irish
English
African
Italian

Number
57.947.873
38.735.509
32.651.788
23.777.098
14.664.550

%
23.2
15.6
13.1
9.6
5.9

The result of the US Census 2000 shows a different Picture( from Wikipedia):

The order of the first 4 positions is nearly the same with the exception that African Americans
swapped place with English heritage. There is a tremendous decrease of German (15mill),
Irish (7.2mil) and English heritage (8mill). It seems that the American heritage, with an
increase of 8mil, consumed the losses of the above mentioned Ethnicities

Most common US ancestries in each U.S. State:
Mexican
Italian
American
English
according to the 2000 U.S. Census.
German
African American

Irish
Filipino
Puerto Rican

Even more confusing are the contents of Wikipedia’s website “English American”:

“According to American Community Survey in 2009 data, Americans reporting
English ancestry made up an estimated 9.0% of the total U.S. population,and
form the third largest European ancestry group after German Americans and
Irish Americans. However, demographers regard this as an undercount, as the
index of inconsistency is high, and many, if not most, people from English stock
have a tendency to identify simply as Americans or, if of mixed European
ancestry, nominate a more recent and differentiated ethnic group. Throughout the
nineteenth century, England was the largest investor in American land
development, railroads, mining, cattle ranching, and heavy industry. Perhaps
because English settlers gained easy acceptance, they founded few organizations
dedicated to preserving the traditions of their homeland.
In the 1980 United States Census, over 49 million (49,598,035) Americans
claimed English ancestry, at the time around 26.34% of the total population and
largest reported group which, even today, would make them the largest ethnic
group in the United States. This outnumbered the population of England at the
time.
In 1982, an opinion poll organization showed respondents a card listing a
number of ethnic groups and asked, "Thinking both of what they have
contributed to this country and have gotten from this country, for each one tell
me whether you think, on balance, they've been a good or a bad thing for this
country". The English were the top ethnic group with 66% saying they were a
good thing for the United States, followed by the Irish at 62%.”
It is left to everybody opinion to judge these figures. It might useful, after having
read the Glossary to study them again.

German Empire in the 18th Century

In the eighteenth century
Germany as a unified, sovereign
state was only a vague idea. The
Holy Roman Empire provided
only a loose framework of more
or less independent small states.
In an area of 660,000 square
kilometers there lived twentyseven
million
inhabitants,
divided among 310 territories,
50 imperial free cities, and 1,500
imperial knighthoods. Large
German provinces such as East
Prussia, West Prussia, and
Schleswig were situated outside
the imperial boundaries. The
German Empire from 1871- 1919
emperor had no real power.
Since 1648 the territories had possessed sovereignty, and looked upon each other as
foreign countries. Even a move to a neighboring village lying on the other side of the
frontier was considered as emigration. Germany as a Nation exists since 1871

Lorraine:

The Lorraine section is situated in the upper Moselle valley to the north of the Vosges
Mountains.
As another part of the Holy Roman Empire, it gradually became part of France between
1552, when Metz ceded to the Kingdom of France, and 1798 when the Republic of
Mulhouse joined the French Republic. After the Franco-Prussian War of 1870, the Alsace
and Lorraine was annexed by the newly-created German Empire in 1871 by the Treaty
of Frankfurt and became a Reichsland.
French troops entered Alsace-Lorraine in November 1918 at the end of the World War I
and the territory reverted to France at the Treaty of Versailles of 1919. The area was

again annexed by Nazi Germany in 1940, but reverted to France in 1945 at the end of
World War II and has remained a part of France since.
In 1871, the region was made up of 93% of German ethnicity in Alsace (7% remained
French) and 26% of Lorraine (74% remained French). For historical reasons, specific
legal dispositions are still applied in the territory in form of a local law. In relation to its
special legal status, the territory has since its reversion to France been referred to as
Alsace-Moselle.

Queen’s Anne Germans:
From: Rev. Sanford H. Cobb, Albany N.Y, 1897, a Brief statement of the more

important Facts contained in a much larger Manuscript, entitled “ The Story of
the Palatines
The movement of mass emigration from the Palatinate to England
began in summer 1709. It is noted of record is found, not in the
Palatinate, but in the minutes of the British Board of Trade in London.
This minute is a communication from the Lords of Trade to the Queen,
setting forth that certain “:distressed Palatines, who had been driven
out of the Palatinate by the cruelties of the French, “forty in number,
with one Joshua Kockerthal, a Lutheran minister, for their leader, had
made application to the Board for transportation to America”. Shorty
after fourteen others were added, and it would appear that the entire
fifty-four constituted a pioneer band, on whose fortune and report
depended the action of thousands of their country man.
The Queen and the council were pleased to receive the petition
graciously, and order was taken both to relieve the necessities of the
poor people, and to send them to New York in the same ship that carried
Lord Lovelace to the government of that Province; the new Governor
being charged by the Queen to do al in his power “for the comfort of the
poor Palatines”. Arriving in New York in late summer of 1708, the
Palatines, the composition of whose number had been very wisely
chosen, as to the ability and trades, for the founding of a new
settlement, were planted sixty miles up the Hudson, at the place where
the Quassaic , now Chambers, creek empties into that river. This is the
site of the present city of Newburgh, to which it may be supposed, in the
absence of contrary proof, that the family name reigning house of the
Palatinate furnished the name. Here were given to the Palatines 2000
acre of land, and the community by patent from Governor Hunter was
erected into the Palatine Parish of Quassaic. There is here no space to
recount their fortunes, save that to the next 30 years, being crowded by

English and Scottish settlers, and thinking that more fertile lands were to
found in Pennsylvania, a large number sold their holdings on the
Hudson, and joined their countrymen in the Province of Penn.
Kockerthal, having settled this pioneer band at Newburgh, returned
once to the old country, that he might report as to their favorable
fortunes and the gracious disposition of the English government, and
might organize a much larger emigration of the people on the Rhine.
The success of his efforts was very soon made evident to the astonished
English government and the people of London. The roads leading
northward from the Palatinate swarmed with the moving multitudes.
Thousands of them arrested their journey to Holland, and there settled
to add their numbers and virtues to those of that sturdy little republic.
Other thousands crowded across the channel and flocked in upon
London like an invading horde, in effect saying to the English
people:“Here we are. What are you going to do with us”? It was a most
embarrassing question, which, be it said, received an answer not less
noble, than in our times we have seen given by Christian philanthropy to
the cries of starving Ireland and slaughtered Armenia.
This emigration began in the early spring of 1709, and before the end of
April about 5000 reached London. Each month of the following summer
brought additions to their number, until October the aggregate had
amounted to no less than fifteen thousand. The incoming of this large
number of people was to the London of that day a most serious matter.
The ships
Lyon of Keith
Herbert
Fame
Baltimore
Tower
Hartwell
James & Elizabeth
Unknown ship
Lord Lovelace's ship

Frigate
Frigate
Ship
Ship
Frigate
Ship
Ship
Ship
Man of
war

30/6/1710 Alexander Stevenson
30/6/1710
1/7/1710 Walter Houxton
Bartholomew
1/7/1710 Whitehorne
4 Jul 1710 Edward Bennett
1/7/1710 Jeremiah Turner
4/7/1710 Henry Garvener
4/7/1710

London-New York
London-New York
London-New York

4/1710

London-New York

London-New York
London-New York
London-New York
London-New York
London-New York

Salzburger:
(from Wikipedia)
On 31 October 1731, the 214th anniversary of Martin Luther's nailing of his 95 Theses
to the Wittenberg School door, Roman Catholic Archbishop Count Leopold Anton von

Firmian signed an Edict of Expulsion, the “Emigrationspatent”, directing all Protestants
to recant their non-Catholic beliefs or be banished from the city. (This is not to be
confused with many similar edicts of expulsion issued against the Jews in various cities
in Europe.)
Landowners were given two days to sell their lands and leave. Cattle, sheep, furniture
and land all had to be dumped on the market, and the Salzburgers received little money
from the well-to-do Catholic allies of von Firmian. Von Firmian confiscated much of their
land for his own family, and ordered all Protestant books and Bibles burned. Many
children aged 12 and under were seized to be raised as Roman Catholics. But those who
owned land benefited from one key advantage: the three-month deadline delayed their
departure until after the worst of winter.
Tenant farmers, tradesmen, laborers and miners were given only eight days to sell what
they could and leave. The first refugees marched north in desperately cold
temperatures and snow storms, seeking shelter in the few cities of Germany controlled
by Protestant princes. Their children walked or rode on wooden wagons loaded with
baggage. As they travelled, the exiles' savings were quickly drained. They were set upon
by highwaymen, who seized taxes, tolls and payment for protection by soldiers from
robbers. The story of their plight spread quickly as their columns marched north. Goethe
wrote the poem "Hermann and Dorothea", which though depicting disruptions caused
in the aftermath of the French Revolution, was prompted by the story of the Salzburg
exiles' march. Protestants and some Catholics were horrified at the cruelty of their
expulsion in winter, and the courage they had shown by not renouncing their faith.
Slowly at first, the refugees arrived at towns that welcomed them and offered them aid.
But there was no place where so many refugees could settle.
On 12 March 1734 on board of the ship Purrysbury under Captain Tobias Fyre, a small
group of about sixty exiles from Salzburg, who had travelled to London first, arrived in
the British North American colony of Georgia seeking religious freedom. A Salzburger
transport was not a ship, but a traveling party on board of a ship which carried possibly
other immigrants.
Later in that year, they were joined by a second group, and, by 1741, a total of
approximately 150 of the Salzburg exiles had founded the town of Ebenezer on the
Savannah River (see John A. Treutlen)
Salzburger ships:

Purrysburg
Prince of Wales
Two Brothers
James
Georgia
Simonds
London Merchant

Ship
Ship
Ship
Ship
Pink
Ship
Ship

12/3/1734
24/12/1734
6/4/1735
1/8/1735
27/11/1735
17/2/1736
17/2/1736

Thomas Fry
George Dumbar
William Thomson
John Yoakley
NN Daubaz
Joseph Cornish
John Thomas

Germany - Georgia
Germany - Georgia
Germany - Georgia
Germany - Georgia
Germany - Georgia
Germany - Georgia
Germany - Georgia

Three Sisters
Two Brothers
Charles
Loyal Judith
Europa
Judith
Charles Town
Charming Martha
Antelope
Old Berry

Ship
Ship
Ship
Ship
Ship
Ship
Galley
Ship
Ship
Ship

20/12/1737
7/10/1738
27/6/1739
2/12/1741
4/12/1741
22/1/1746
2/10/1749
29/10/1750
23/10/1751
27/11/1752

NN Hewitt
William Thomson
NN Haeramond
John Lemam
John Wadham
Walter Quarme
Peter Bogg
Chas Leslie
John McCelland
Henry Brown

Germany - Georgia
Germany - Georgia
Germany - Georgia
Germany - Georgia
Germany - Georgia
Germany - Georgia
Germany - Georgia
Germany - Georgia
Germany - Georgia
Germany - Georgia

The Voyage:
From the German City of Origin to Rotterdam, often on Riverboats going down River
Neckar and or Rhine ( A boat from Heilbronn had to pass 26 Custom Houses). From
Rotterdam to an English Port, in many cases Cowes on the Isle of Wight and from the
Atlantic crossing to the New World.

Types of Immigration ships

Snow:

A snow (pronounced "snoo") or snaw, is a sailing vessel[1]. A type of brig (snows are
often-referred to as "snow-brigs"),
snows were primarily used as
merchant ships, but saw war
service as well. The twin brigs
Lawrence and Niagara, American
warships of the Battle of Lake Erie,
were both snows.
Snows carried square sails on both
masts, but had a small trysail mast,
sometimes called a snow mast,

stepped immediately abaft the mainmast. This mast could carry a trysail with a boom,
with the luff of the trysail hooped to it. Sometimes, instead of a trysail mast, snows
carried a horse on the mainmast, with the luff of the trysail attached to it by rings.

Bilander:

A Bilander, also spelled billander or be'landre, was
a small European merchant ship with two masts,
used in the Netherlands for coast and canal traffic
and occasionally seen in the North Sea but more
frequently to be seen in the Mediterranean Sea.
The mainmast was lateen-rigged with a
trapezoidal mainsail, but the foremast carried the
conventional square course and square topsail.
Displacement was typically under 100 tons. The
Bilander was short-lived, being replaced by more
efficient designs, and few examples exist today.

Brig:

In nautical terms, a brig is a vessel with two square-rigged masts. During the Age of
Sail, brigs were seen as fast and
maneuverable and were used as both naval
war ships and merchant ships. They were
especially popular in the 18th and early 19th
centuries. Brigs fell out of use with the arrival
of the steam ship because they required a
relatively large crew for their small size and
were difficult to sail into the wind. They are
not to be confused with a brigantine which
has different rigging

Pink:
In the Atlantic Ocean the word pink was used to describe any small ship with a narrow
stern, having derived from the Dutch
word pincke. They had a large cargo
capacity, and were generally square
rigged. Their flat bottoms (and resulting
shallow draught) made them more useful
in shallow waters than some similar
classes of ship. They were most often used
for short-range missions in protected
channels, as both merchantmen and
warships. A umber saw service in the
English Navy during the second half of the 17th Century.

Galley:

Converted from military use they were higher
and larger than regular ("light") galleys. They
had up to 32 oars, each worked by up to 5
men. They usually had three masts and a
forecastle and aft castle. Much effort was
made in Venice to make these galleasses as
fast as possible to compete with regular
galleys. The gun-deck usually ran over the rowers' heads, but there are also pictures
showing the opposite arrangement

Masters:
Most Ocean crossings in the 18th Century:
Thomas Arnott
Charles Smith
James Mason
James Russell

12 times
11 times
8 times
7 times

The Recruitment in Germany

The shipping merchants of Holland would send regular agents, or drummers as
we now would call them, who received one-half of a doubloon for every
redemptioner shipped by them into these colonies. These agents generally
appeared in gaudy dress, with flourish of trumpets, and in glowing language
depicted the wealth and happiness of the people of this country, whereof all
could partake if they only would come here; that they did not need any money
for their passage, as all they had to do was to sign a contract that on their
arrival here they would pay for the same out of their first earnings. In this
manner these agents would travel from village to village, deluding the poorest
and most ignorant to follow them to the new Eldorado.
Whenever such an agent had collected a sufficient number he would take them
personally to the shipping harbor in Holland. It was a gay crowd which traveled
in this manner in wagons across the country. The horses and wagons were
decorated with gay ribbons, and joyous songs were heard from the emigrants,
who believed they were leaving toil and poverty to go to the fabulously rich
America to enjoy the ease and plenty of this world's goods. This spirit was
artificially kept up by the liberality of the agent until they were safely aboard the
ship. A typical voyage, normally lasted 6 month, from early May to
October and was divided in three stages:
Germany to Holland
Holland to England
England to Philadelphia

Transport Conditions

Immigrants been packed like Herrings in a can.
Sailing vessel crossings remained risky and exhaustive; emigration agents,
redemptioner brokers and captains , who all profited from the number of
“freights”, overloaded the provisionally built “tween decks” with densely
packed passengers in spite of the protective, albeit undoubtedly vague,
regulations passed as early as 1750 for Pennsylvania. These tween decks

have been divided in 6 foot squares. This was the space provided for five
people to sit and sleep, since they could not stand, as the space was only 3
feet high. Additional for children was not provided and often many children
were crowded together in the space provided for 5 adults. O top of all this,
passengers to the New World were sometimes essentially robbed on board,
when drinking water was sold by the half liter at exorbitant prices. This
served to increase the debts that had to be repaid or worked off through the
indentured servitude on arrival. The average death rate of the white
passengers was almost 4% for adults and more than double that figure for
children. Another 4% of passengers survived for only a short time after
arrival.
Death on sea:

Caspar Wister, of Philadelphia, in 1752 writes :
“Last year a ship was twenty-four weeks at sea, and of the 150 passengers
on board thereof, more than 100 died of hunger and privation, and the
survivors were imprisoned and compelled to pay the entire passage money
for themselves and the deceased. In this year ten ships arrived in
Philadelphia with 5,000 passengers. One ship was seventeen weeks at sea
and about 60 passengers thereof died. Christoph Sauer, in 1758, estimates
that 2,000 of the passengers on the fifteen ships which arrived that year died
during the voyage. Heinrich Keppele, the first president of the German
Society of Pennsylvania, writes in his diary, that of the 312 passengers on
board of the ship, wherein he crossed the ocean, 250 died during the voyage.
In February, 1745, Christoph Sauer relates in his newspaper: "Another ship
has arrived. Of the 400 passengers not more than 50 are reported alive. They
received their bread every two weeks; some ate their portion in four, five
and six days, which should have lasted 15 days. If they received no cooked
victuals in eight days, their bread gave out the sooner, and as they had to
wait until the 15 days were over, they starved, unless they had money with
which to buy of the mate flour at three pence sterling a pound and a bottle
of wine for seven kopstick thalers." Then he relates how a man and his wife,
who had eaten their bread within eight days, crawled to the captain and
begged him to throw them overboard to relieve them of their misery, as they
could not survive till bread day. The captain refused to do it, and the mate in
mockery gave them a bag filled with sand and coals. The man and his wife

died of hunger before the bread day arrived. But, notwithstanding, the
survivors had to pay for the bread which the dead ought to have had.
Not on every ship were the emigrant passengers so ill provided for. The same
newspaper reports that in 1748 seven ships left Rotterdam with German
emigrants, and as far as known all arrived in good health and vigor. In the
next year twenty ships with German emigrants left Rotterdam for
Pennsylvania. One of them lost over one half of its human freight by
sickness, etc. In 1750 the government of Pennsylvania passed laws for the
better protection of emigrant passengers, but the laws were insufficient and
not enforced, and so the evil increased from year to year, fed by the large
profits arising the reform to the owners and captains of the vessels out of
the pernicious redemptioner system. It rivaled the horrors of the slave trade
in its heartless cruelty. The Pennsylvania Gazette reported the tragic
incident of the Ship "Two Brothers" in issue #1344, dated September 26,
1754 as follows:
“August 7. The Two Brothers, Capt. Arnot, from Holland for Portsmouth and
Philadelphia, was lost on the Overfails coming out; the Second Mate and 300 Palatine
Passengers were drowned, but the Captain and rest of the Crew were taken up by Capt.
Harrison, bound for the Coast of Guiney, who took them on board, and landed them at
Helvoetsluys, and then proceeded on his Voyage. A Dutchman was in Sight, and tho’
sensible of their Distress, kept his Course.
Ships Name

Date of Arrv.

Master

Passenger
boarded

Passenger arrived

John
&
William
Davy
Two
brothers
Loyal Judith

17/10/1732

Tymberton

220

44

25/10/1738
1754

Patton
Arnott

254
300

94
80

3/9/1739

Paynter

315

90

These only a few examples found in different books

Ports of Departure:

Rotterdam:
London:
Portsmouth:

Deal:

Deal is a town in Kent, England. It lies on the English Channel eight miles north-east
of Dover and eight miles south of Ramsgate. It is a former fishing, mining and
garrison town. Closely associated with Deal are the villages of Kingsdown, Sholden
and Walmer, the latter being where Julius Caesar first arrived in Britain (best guess
by historians).

Names
The Name is the immortal part of a person. It leads you from past to presence and
builds the bridge to future. Serious genealogical research starts with a proper Name.
German Names refer to German Ethnicity not to Germany; they occur in Germany,
France, Italy, Austria, Switzerland, Holland, Belgium, Luxembourg, the Nordic states,
Great Britain and in whole Eastern Europe, included Russia.
German is like English, part of West Germanic branch of the universal Language tree.

Therefore many English Names appear being German or or Dutch and vice versa. Also
many Turkish and Persian Names are close to German Names. And since Names are not
distributed by Scientists, but by normal Human beings, all purpose to put them in a
scientific scheme up till now failed. They are individual, sometimes unique and they
represent you. But, nevertheless, in the English- German Name relation are existing
two special occurrences, not shared with other Languages.


It was the phonetic Name registration of the German Mass immigration by British
th
Immigration Official in the 18 century



and secondly the shame of bearing a German Name during and after WW.

The orthography of the immigration clerks during the 18th century, who registered
illiterate German immigrants, rarely presented the correct spelling of the Immigration
Names. In most cases the British Immigration officer settled with the closest English

(Anglo-Saxon) Name, or just wrote down as the Name sounded to English ears. So it
happened that single German Name in Colonial times had up to 10 to 15 spelling
variations. Unfortunately, with increasing Literacy, the Immigrants in many cases
changed their Name back to its original German form, slightly Americanized. A
comparison between Passenger lists and the US Census of 1790 shows these
differences. Same First Name, same Birth year but 2 different Surnames, closely
related. Secondly a campaign of Name changing started, when the English Royal
Family in 1914 at the outbreak of WWI changed her family Name from “SachsenCoburg und Gotha“ (Saxe-Coburg and Gotha) to Windsor. Also British war propaganda
and the American Government, in an attempt to overcome the resistance of the
American people against a war with Germany, drew a terrible image of Imperial
Germany, the Kaiser and the Germans in general. American Newspaper of high repute
published articles of “German soldiers eating children” or “Fat of corpses used in
German War industry”.
Later, during World War I, with its increasing anti-German atmosphere, the American
War Hero Edward Rickenbacker – like many other German Americans – changed his
surname; the "h" in "Rickenbacher" became a "k" in an effort to "take the Hun out of
his name." As he was already well known at the time, the change received wide
publicity. "From then on", as he wrote in his autobiography, "most Rickenbachers were
practically forced to spell their name in the way I had…” (Wikipedia). And Stephen
McKenna Wrote 1921 in his book ” While I remember”: “Among those who remember,
the Name of a German stinks and the presence of a German is an outrage”
The General Government of the United States recommended that all books favorable
to Germany or Germans should be destroyed and the study of the language was
dropped in schools. There was also a brief but rather nasty persecution of Families with
German Names, Families sometimes in the 5th generation Americans - having fought in
many of the numerous American wars. Now, out of other reasons than Mister
Rickenbackers, many German American disguised and or mutilated their original
Surname so that later generations were left without orientation and made them an
amorphous mass in the bulk of immigrants. And later, America and the Americans
could not change their position towards Germany and Germans after the murderous
War crimes of the criminal Nazi regime committed in the name of Germany. And last
but not least the de-hunned Mr. Rickenbacker lived and died in Switzerland, what a
curious Pointe.
After having explained the special relation of German-American Names our work
consisted in the identification of 151671 American Surnames, which occurred more
than 100 times in the US Census of 2000 whether they are of German origin or not.
58.203 (38%) were identified of Germanic root. In 39.015 cases the American spelling
and the German spelling does not differ. In 19.188 cases there is a different spelling.

The distinctions range from relatively small differences, like man – mann or shau to
schau till the complete translation of the original German Name into English.
Here some examples:
Proudfoot - Stolzfuss
Hulsizer - Holzhaeuser
Holsopple - Holzapfel
Woodbery -Holzburg

What we did:




Checking every name of this list against the German
white pages of 2010 (G), identifying undoubtedly
German Surnames
Researching with Google, BT white pages and other
web pages the remaining Names
Researching and with Google, BT white pages, Family
search.com and other related web sites this reminder in
non-German Names.

Therefore this work does not claim Onomastic or Ethnicity research, it is without
scientific background. It is pure tabulation of facts based on the US Census 2000. But
our results are surprising.

Name Detective:
As already mentioned, they might be individual and unique. But on the other hand
they are manifold and ambiguous. A Name could have i.e. English, German or Turkish
background. In Order to classify a Name it must always be seen in the context of
individual family peculiarities. If you carry a Name, which possibly fulfills the
abovementioned three possibilities and your family is of Islamic belief so somebody
can assume that the Turkish heritage is the right one. Especially Anglo-Saxon Names
easily can lead to confusion.
In order to classify the ethnicity of a Name, always take the following steps in
consideration:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Has my Surname similar sounding or written variations?
Which information exists about my family history?
Check the family library, letters and photos in order to discover spelling variations of
your name
Of which religious belief is my family and how long I can check it back?

5.
6.
7.

Check familysearch.com, be careful with very old entries of a name in different parts of
Europe
Consider the changing political situations in continental Europe which led various times
to different geographic States
Have in mind that no other Nationality then Germans are so wide spread all over
Europe
An example:

1.
2.
3.

4.

If your surname is de Maziere, Souchon or Faurote and your family belief is catholic,
there is a strong indication that your ancestors came from France
If your religion is protestant you are in trouble, most likely your ancestors immigrated
from the Alsace possibly to England or Germany.
Another problem is the Name Faurote which points to French heritage. But most likely
the original spelling of this Name is Warode or possibly Varotte. Easy check. The French
telephone book has no entry for Faurode but for Warode – in Department Bas Rhin or
Alsace
Neither Faurote, Warode or Varotte can be found in the BT Telephone guide.

Conclusion: If your belief is most likely protestant your ancestors either immigrated
from Alsace or Germany. In the case of catholic belief your ancestors came from
France. Faurote is a mutilated Alsatian Name originally spelled Warode or Varotte. The
family religious belief most likely is protestant.
Always verify your result. If your starting point is not defined without any doubts, all
your further research work may be in doubt. Any result you get should be verified with
the arrival document in the New World (Immigration records, Passenger manifests, or
non-American Data Bases ( Emigration records from any European country)

Arrival in the New World
. The following subtitles are trying to give an overview what happened after arrival.

Landing Procedure

After arrival of the vessel a immigration medical Doctor examined the passengers . He
separated between healthy and passengers with contagious diseases. Since the
government act from 1750 ship owners must know the condition and circumstances of

all the passengers and inquire whether the officers of the ship have provided them
with such room and necessaries . But greedy ship owners hardly complied with this act.
Many of the passenger arrived suffering from dysentery, headache, scurvy, cancer or
mouth rot. Only healthy passenger could de-embark and make personally the
immigration procedures. The sick ones remained on board or were transferred to Pest
houses. This procedure let to consequences in the registration of the immigrants

Immigration Lists: (From Rau)

….That the masters of vessels, importing Germans and others from the continent of
Europe, shall be examined whether they have leave granted them by the Court of
Great Britain for the importation of these foreigners, and that a List be taken of all
these people, their several occupations, and place from whence they came, and shall
be further examined touching their intentions in coming hither; and that a writing be
drawn up for them to sign, declaring their allegiance and subjection to the King of
Great Britain, and fidelity to the Proprietary of this Province, and that they will demean
themselves peaceably towards all His Majesty's subjects, and observe and conform to
the Laws of England and of the Government of Pennsylvania." CoL Rec, in., pp. 29, 283.
Lists were taken by the masters of vessels, and attested as being "exact and true."
These are still preserved in the Secretary's Office at Harrisburg. Many of them are
triplicates. All have been carefully examined by the Editor. For convenience of
reference, the Lists are designated in this Collection, A, B, C.
The master's or captain's Lists contain the names of all male passengers above the age
of sixteen, and some of them, the names of all the passengers. If any had died, or were
sick, on the arrival of the ship, they are marked accordingly. This List contains all the
names of males above the age of sixteen, who were made to repeat and subscribe the
Declaration of allegiance, with their own hands, if they could write, if they could not
the name was written by a clerk, and the qualified person made his mark. Lists A and B
are preserved in detached papers.
List A was at the time of presentation, Sept. 21, 1727, to Oct. 19, 1736, copied literally
into the Provincial Records—containing 2,536 names. The printed List does not present
the true orthography of one-half of the autograph«, or the names written by the
qualified persons themselves. This remark is not intended as invidious.
It is a mere statement of the fact, that English scholars may not always be able to spell
German names correctly.
Lists B and C are made the basis of Rau’s book. The orthography of cognomens, or
family names, is given as in the autographs, or as written by clerks, though the latter do
rarely present the correct spelling of German names. To distinguish names written by

clerks, from autographs, this mark (*) has been appended to the former. Some of the
German autographs are difficult to decipher. When a doubt remains as to the
orthography, a note of interrogation (?) has been added.
In List A there are names of males above sixteen years old, marked x, which are not
found in B and C, and some are marked dead. To complete this Collection, these names
have been added, and designated accordingly. Where this (§) is added to a name, it
indicates the person was sick.
Out of these reasons the registration of especially German surnames led problems to
identify its original form. Immigrants in these days spoke German with a heavy dialect,
so that even the same Immigrant clerk wrote equal names differently.
A close look to these two passenger lists clearly demonstrates the German-American
Name problem. The first, Rau(around 1898) tried to document the Names from the
original Colonial records.
Eshleman criticized Rupp of hundreds of spelling errors ( … he failed to decipher the
names correctly). He further says:”This careful analysis shows how sadly defective and
imperfect is the edition of Rupp.” This shows that Eshleman neither understood the
purpose of his book nor Rupp’s earlier edition. Rupp deliberately looked for the
German Form, in order to connect the Immigrants back to their Land of Origin.
Eshleman was not aware that the registered Names changed various times from 1738
till 1930.
Here an example:
Rupp reported a Hendrich Goettlich. The same person is spelled Hendrik Gitlick in the
Eshleman edition. The later form has nothing to do with a German Name. The US
Census 2000 shows at rank 134929 115 persons bearing the name Gottlich. Same case
Schweighauser vs Swettowser. As a conclusion Rau points in his research towards
Germany, while Eshleman took a position in between: His edition does not help in
American Genealogical Research and has reduced value to find German ancestors.

Compare the following listing:

Passenger list 79A
Rob & Alice

Capt. Walter Goodman
arrived Philadelphia 3rd of Dec, 1740
Rau

Strassburger
page 144

page 286

Rau

Strassburger

page 144

page 286
John Jacob
Ratger
Johann Jost
Handzell
John Milleger
Hingering

A. Kurtz

1

Abraham Curts

Johan Jacob Radge

35

Andreas Bentz

2

Andrices Bence

Johan Jost Hensel

36

Andreas Höller

3

Andrices Cooler

Johan Melchior Hangerer

37
38

Andreas Sheyb

4

Andreas Sheib

Johan Nicklaus Hippel

Antoni Feltman

5

Anthony Feltman

Johan Peter Sebolt.

39

Blastius Bear

6

Blaziers Beer

Johan Philip Heileger

40

John Nick Hiple
John Peter
Scobald
John Philip
Heiliger
Johann Wil
Hedelman

Johan Wilhelm
Christoffel Hillebrandt

7

Chris Hellebrant

Stadellmaner

41

Christoph Magel

8

Chris Magell

Johann Eader

42

Conrad Schweighauser

9

Conrade Swettowser

Johann Georg Rauch

43

Daniel North

10

Dan Nort

Johann George Schmit

44

Geo. Michael Lingeveldt

11

Wright Lingevelt

Johann Jacob Zimmerman

45

John Eader
John Jurich
Rough
John Ulrich
Smith
Johann Jacob
Timmerman

George Philip Gress

12

Jurich Philip Kress

Johannes Biickell

46

Johannis Beitle

George Zohnleyter

13

Wright Sandlyter

Johannes Bruch

47

Tho Bruch

Ghristian Anderbach

14

Christian Redibank

Johannes Göttlich

48

Hans Jacob Green

15

Johannes Jacob Crim

Johan Henrich Neuman

33

Hans Martin Conrad

16

Hans Martin Conrade

Johan Jacob Diemer

34

Johans Gitlick
Johan Hendrick
Newman
John Jacob
Timmer

Hans Michel Holschuh

17

Hans Mich Holtzshoe

Johannes Seydel

49

Johannis Sidle

Hans Theobald Grim

18

John Crim

Johannes Vogel

50

Johannis Vogall

Henrich Göttlich

19

Hendrick Gitlick

Joseph Walther

51

Joseph Walter

Hendricus Hanrade

Peter Grantzer

52

Peter Granser

53

Henry Hanroth

20

Henry Steiner

21

Hendrik Hainer

Peter Reppert

Jacob Barthel

22

Jacob Bartle

Philip Balthaser Grossman

54

Peter Eber
Philip Balter
Creytsman

Jacob Becker

23

Jacob Becker

Philip Shamele

55

Philipp Ishemell

Jacob Gress

24

Jacob Kress

Rubert Reinbracht

56

Rob Reynbrack

Fichthelm

25

Joh Frederik Fighthelm

Wilhelm Moritz Vitel

57

Wilm Morris
Fidle

Joh. Gaspar Ether

26

John Eader

58

Andreas Wind

Joh. Wilhelm Volprecht

27

John Wm Hullbright

59

Johan Adam Gass

28

Johann Adam Gorsh

60

Joh Mich Boush
Georg Wil
Nangesser

29

John Chris Bassorer

61

Johannes Rode

Joh. Friederich

Johan Christoph
Beserer

Johan Georg Kramer

30

Hans Wright Cromer

62

Johan George Smitt

31

Wright Smith

63

Joh Nick Sidle
Uldrich
Hersman

32

Johann Heinrich Creytsman

64

John Mich Sidle

Johan Henrich
Grossmann

The ship Rob and Alice crossed between 1739 and 1743 4 times the Atlantic Ocean, the
first two voyages were commanded by Walter Goodman, the last two by Hartley
Cussack.
They transported together 287 male persons over 16 years and there entourage.
In the case of the first transport 78 male persons over 16 years were accompanied by
140 persons to a total of 218.

Indentured servitude and redemptioner:

Contract, which specified the length of
time the immigrant would serve in exchange for the passage.
The redemptioner system was the means by
which ordinary people could emigrate, that is,
the proletarian and landless classes who had
nothing to sell to finance their dreams, except
a few years of labor and their lives. In the
seventeenth century, at least three quarters
of the Chesapeake bay colonists had financed
their passage with the help of labor
obligations of some sort.

This INDENTURE Witnesseth that James Best a Laborer doth Voluntarily put himself
Servant to Captain Stephen Jones Master of the Snow Sally to serve the said Stephen
Jones and his Assigns, for and during the full Space, Time and Term of three Years from
the first Day of the said James’ arrival in Philadelphia in AMERICA, during which Time or
Term the said Master or his Assigns shall and will find and supply the said James with
sufficient Meat, Drink, Apparel, Lodging and all other necessaries befitting such a
Servant, and at the end and expiration of said Term, the said James to be made Free,

and receive according to the Custom of the Country. Provided nevertheless, and these
Presents are on this Condition, that if the said James shall pay the said Stephen Jones or
his Assigns 15 Pounds British in twenty one Days after his arrival he shall be Free, and
the above Indenture and every Clause therein, absolutely Void and of no Effect. In
Witness whereof the said Parties have hereunto interchangeably put their Hands and
Seals the 6th Day of July in the Year of our Lord, One Thousand Seven Hundred and
Seventy Three in the Presence of the Right Worshipful Mayor of the City of London.
(signaturesnumber)

There were three arrangements under which servants were brought to the
English colonies:


with an indenture, or contract, that specified the length of time the
immigrant would serve in exchange for the passage,



without an indenture but with the understanding that the term of
service would be set locally, according to the custom of the country,



and as redemptioner, who often paid part of his or her passage costs and
served a term, established after arrival, proportionate to the outstanding
debt.

In the eighteenth century it was true for around half of all Europeans who
headed to British North America. Remptioners made up about 50-60% of the
German Immigrants up to the War of Independence. The redemptioner system
still existed in the first two decades of the 19th century before abruptly
disappeared with hardly a trace around 1820.
The transition that was apparent beginning in the 1720s from indentured
servitude to the redemptioner system had clearly improved the legal standing
and scope of actions of the most immigrants who could not finance their
passage to the New World with their own means.
Since the servitude was contracted and signed in a British port, the
redemptioner contract was signed upon arrival. Most of the Historians see in

this an advantage of the immigrants, since the servitude was the original. If
somebody looks closer it, the redemptioner contract brought a gigantic
disadvantage to the immigrants: Captains and Agents could set unfair
conditions, which only could be accepted by the immigrants.
A list from a newspaper advertisement published in Philadelphia,
eleven days after the ship “Britannia” arrived in Philadelphia, 18 of
September 1773, prepared in the office of Messrs. Joshua Fisher &
sons, showing in amount due by each:

Keym, Andreas
£ 26.7
Bekker, Lena his wife £ 22.2
Expense 16 days
£ 1 .12
£ 50.1

Soueau, Hendrick
Dorothea, his wife
Expense

£ 20.15
£ 20.11
£ 1.12
£ 42.18

Camerloo, John Frederick
Anna, his wife
Expenses

£ 23.15
£ 22.1
£ 1.12
£ 47.8

Martz, Simon
Ann, his wife
Anna Margaretha, daughter
Expenses
£ 2.8

Hess, Augustin
Maria, his wife
Anna Martta, dau
Expenses

£ 19.1
£ 18.19
£ 19.4
£ 2.8
£ 59.12

Schott, Jacob
Anna, his wife
Expense

Schever, Chirstopher
Anna, wife

£ 50.7
£ 1.12
£ 51.19

Kunkell, John Georg £ 41.5
Anna, wife
Catharine. Dau
Expenses
£ 3.4
£ 44.9

£ 17.1
£ 1.12
£ 18.13

And 17 more billings.

Oath of Allegiance:

“We, the subscribers, Natives and late inhabitants of the Palatinate upon the
Rhine and desiring to transport ourselves and families into this province of

Pennsylvania, a colony subject to the Crown of Great Britain, in hopes and
Expectations of finding retreat & peaceable settlement therein, Do solemnly
promise & Engage, that We will be faithful and bear true Allegiance to his
present Majesty King George the second, and his Successors Kings of Great
Britain, and will be faithful to the proprietor of this province; and that we
will demean ourselves peaceably to all His said Majesties subjects, and
strictly observe and conform to the Laws of England and of this Province, to
the utmost of our power and best of our understanding”.
This oath explains large part of the reasons why there was opposition
amongst the German Immigrants to fight against the mother country
during the Revolutionary War (discredited as Loyalists). No other
settlers in these provinces did not take any such oath or affirmation or
similar promise to stand by the British Government ( Eshleman, Swiss
and German Pioneer Settlers of southeastern Pennsylvania).

US Census 1790

The First Census of the United States (1790) comprised an enumeration of the
inhabitants of the present states of Connecticut, Delaware, Georgia, Kentucky,
Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York,
North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tennessee,
Vermont, and Virginia. The information contained in the published report of the
First Census of the United States, a small volume of 56 pages, was not uniform
for the several states and territories. For New England and one or two of the
other states the population was presented by counties and towns; that of New
Jersey appeared partly by counties and towns and partly by counties only; in
other cases the returns were given by counties only. Thus the complete
transcript of the names of heads of families, with accompanying information,
presents for the first time detailed information as to the number of
inhabitants—males, females, etc.—for each minor civil division in all those
states for which such information was not originally published.
A complete set of the schedules for each state, with a summary for the
counties, and in many cases for towns, was filed in the State Department, but

unfortunately they are not now complete, the returns for the states of
Delaware, Georgia, Kentucky, New Jersey, Tennessee, and Virginia having been
destroyed when the British burned the Capitol at Washington during the War of
1812. For several of the states for which schedules are lacking it is probable that
the Director of the Census could obtain lists which would present the names of
most of the heads of families at the date of the First Census. The First Census of
tlio United States (1790) comprised an enumeration of the inhabitants of the
present states of Connecticut, Delaware, Georgia, Kentucky, Maine, Maryland,
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, North Carolina,
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tennessee, Vermont, and Virginia
In March 1790 the Union consisted of twelve states-Rhode Iceland., The last of
the original thirteen, to join the Union, taking admitted May 29 Vermont, the
first addition was approved in the following year before at the results of the
first census were announced, Maine was a part of Massachusetts, Kentucky was
part of Virginia, and the present states of Alabama and Mississippi were parts of
Georgia. The present state of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan and Wisconsin,
with a part of Minnesota were known as the Northwest Territory, and these
prostate of Tennessee, then is part of the North Carolina, soon proved to be as
the Southwest Territory organized. The total area of the United States was
827,544 square miles in 1790, but the settlement was only 239,935 square
miles, or about 29 percent of the total. Although the area of the census in 1790
appear very small compared with the nowadays territory of the United States,
the difficulties were not easily overcome

In many places there were no roads, and where these were available, they
were often impassable, bridges were almost unknown. Transport was
completely by horse, covered wagon or carried out. A journey from New York to
Washington was a difficult undertaking and required under best value terms a
week . The area was one west of the Allegheny Mountains, with the exception
of a part of Kentucky, was safe and very little research. Detroit and Vincennes
were too small and isolated to be included.
Philadelphia was the capital of the United States. Washington District was only
one project, and also not so named, but known as a U.S. city. In fact, until the
spring of 1703 only one wall of the White House has been constructed and the
site
for
the
Capitol
was
only
known.
New York City in 1790 had a population of 33,131 inhabitants and was still the

largest city in the United States. Philadelphia was second with 28,522, and
Agent to Boston as the third, with 18,320 inhabitants. Mail was transported in
very irregular moderate manner and their transport was very expensive and
uncertain.
There were also other difficulties. The inhabitants, who had no experience with
counting believed that it was a pretext for a tax increase and were therefore
inclined to be cautious so not always truthfully answered. There was resistance,
mostly for religious reasons.
The boundaries of cities and other smaller settlements, but also those of the
districts were unknown in many cases or not at all clear. The previously semiindependent states had had in getting used to the control of the Federal
Government in such a short time yet and a harmonious national feeling was not
welded. "

